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Welcome to new NWS Members, Tim Aitchison, Matt Tarrant and Scott Blair.
The UK MOD expects the first Type 31 Frigate to be in service in 5 years’ time. (I’ll believe it when
I see it) The five ships will be built in sections around the UK before final assembly at Babcock’s
yard in Rosyth. The Type 31 and the already under construction Type 26s will replace the thirteen
vessels of the Type 23 Duke Class. The Royal Navy is also developing unmanned vessels (water
borne drones) for piracy patrols, task group protection, surveillance missions and mine
countermeasures. The RN is determined to be a world leader in autonomous mine countermeasures capabilities.

Norman Bell

Ships’ bells have been a part of the traditions of the world's navies and merchant
fleets for centuries for both functional and ceremonial uses. One of the earliest
recorded mentions of a ship's bell was on the British ship Grace Dieu in about
1485. Some ten years later, an inventory of the English ship Regent listed two
“wache bells.”
Oregon, a Virginia-class submarine designated SSN 793, is the third U.S. Navy ship
to honour the state. The first USS Oregon was a brigantine ship purchased in 1841
and used for exploration until 1845. The second Oregon (Battleship No. 3) was
commissioned on July 15, 1896. Known for one of the most dramatic voyages ever
undertaken by a ship of the U.S. Navy, Oregon sailed over 14,000 miles in 66 days,
leaving San Francisco in 1898 and travelling south through the Straits of Magellan
until finally arriving at Jupiter Inlet, Florida, where she reported for battle in the
Spanish-American War. While the ship demonstrated the capabilities of a heavy
battle ship, it also eliminated any opposition to the construction of the Panama Canal,
as the country could not afford two months to send warships from one coast to
another in times of emergency. Decommissioned in 1906, she was later
recommissioned in 1911, and remained in the reserve, until stricken from the Navy
list in 1942.

John F. Kennedy, the second aircraft carrier in the Ford class, is under
construction at Newport News Shipbuilding.
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The following clippings were sent to me by Rob Morgan, last year and I saved for November this year.
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Airman Montee Johnson salutes the USS Arizona
Memorial as the Wasp-class amphibious assault ship
USS Essex (LHD 2) pulls into Pearl Harbor.

Looking for a Christmas present for someone, or looking to give a few hints to people
as to what you want for yourself?

“The Last Days of the High Seas Fleet; from Mutiny to Scapa Flow” by
Nicholas Jellicoe, Seaforth, ISBN 978 15267 5458 5.
“Scapa 1919; The Archaeology of a Scuttled Fleet” Osprey, ISBN 978 1 4728
2890 3.
“The Ship Spotter’s Guide” Osprey contains excellent artwork from 8 artists
and Angus Konstam is the compiler. ISBN 978-1-4728-069-1
“US Navy Battleships 1886-98” Osprey, ISBN 978 14728 3502 4 by Brian
Lane Herder
United States Naval War College Rules 1936, now in print
http://www.wargaming.co/recreation/details/usnwcrules1936.htm
“The Last British Battleship – HMS VANGUARD 1945 – 1960” by Raymond
Burt. Seaforth ISBN 978 1 5267 5226 0.
###########

NORFOLK, Va. (NNS) -- The last US Navy F/A-18C Hornet, aircraft number 300,
made its official final active-duty flight at Naval Air Station Oceana, 2nd of Oct.
Assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 106 at Cecil Field, Florida, aircraft number
300 completed its first Navy acceptance check flight Oct. 14, 1988. Lt. Andrew Jalali,
who piloted the Hornet for its final active-duty flight, was also born in 1988. Both the
F/A-18A and F/A-18C Hornet variants have been replaced by the updated F/A-18E/F
Super Hornets.
###########
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Game played on a gridded patio, outdoors, using Pirates of the Spanish Main ship models.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-north-east-orkney-shetland50033917?fbclid=IwAR0Sw8WgRMM8wkpLe6NJvG_lRvpJ-jsh9nhKnZcBAgoXxbNvte9DFMaPN7s
This link to a news story about HMS ROYAL OAK was brought to my attention by Angus Konstam.
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HMS MERSEY shadows a Russian frigate in the North Sea.

Whilst following up some news items about Chinese port visits from the US Naval Institute’s
Weekly News Update, I came across some info on the PLAN’s previous Anshan class destroyers:
After 1949 the PLAN negotiated with Britain through Hong Kong to buy some second-hand ships
and boats but unable to do so due to the Korean War. As a result, the PLAN turned to the USSR
to buy four worn-out destroyers with 17 tons of gold.
The Anshan-class ships the Chinese bought were ex-Soviet Gnevny destroyers. It set me
thinking. Britain would have appreciated gold in 1949. If the deal with Britain had gone ahead,
what vessels would we have been willing to sell them? Would it have been old H,
I or M destroyers, Hunts or some of the Castle or Loch/Bay classes? Would it have just been
destroyers? Would some submarines or even an old cruiser have been considered? Something
for members to play around with, anyway. I’d be interested in anyone’s thoughts.

Andy Field.
https://leagueofaugsburg.blogspot.com/

The Battle of Foulness, 1st May 1672,

Part 2 - Battle report.

Brooklyn-class Light Cruiser
Model depicted: Axis & Allies War at
Sea - USS Boise
Scale: 1/1800

The Brooklyn-class cruisers were seven light cruisers of the United States Navy that served
during World War II. Armed with 5 (three forward, two aft) triple turrets mounting 6-inch guns,
they and their two near sisters of the St. Louis-class mounted more heavy-calibre guns than
any other US cruisers. The Brooklyns were all commissioned during 1937 and 1938 in the
time between the start of the war in Asia and before the outbreak of war in Europe. They
served extensively in both the Pacific and Atlantic theatres during World War II. Though some
were heavily damaged, all survived the war. All were decommissioned shortly after the end of
the war.
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Two HMS Dreadnoughts, 100 years apart.
Just for comparison.

1-3000 ships from Forged in Battle.
Picture from the “Pushing Tin”
wargame blog.

A medical field technician with the Fleet Marine
Force, John Kilmer was posthumously awarded
the Medal of Honor June 18, 1953. He was killed
Aug. 13, 1952 as a result of enemy action while
caring for the wounded during an attack. He
shielded another man from enemy fire with his
body and was mortally wounded.

USS John E. Kilmer will be constructed at Bath Iron Works, a division of General
Dynamics in Bath, Maine. The ship will be 509 feet long, have a beam of 59 feet and
be capable of operating in excess of 30 knots.

SIGNAL PAD!
https://groups.io/g/NWS?fbclid=IwAR25ho6xFSKS6uN5PiieXMknzBdM_1CeBF0t0wpM4v-pN5IY7uNv3enyaG0
As you may have heard, Yahoo is effectively closing down its Groups service. The NWS Group will be
migrating to io.com, and the new group has already been established by Bob Blanchett. To join the new
group go to https://groups.io/g/NWS , create an account and join up. Simples 
Regards,
David Manley

The Naval Wargames Society NWS@groups.io
Group Description
To provide a forum in which members of the Naval Wargames Society can converse, discuss topics on
naval warfare, rules etc. Also to allow important messages, membership news etc. to be sent out to all
members who subscribe.
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JOINING THE NAVAL WARGAMES SOCIETY
If you have been lent this newsletter and would like to join the Naval Wargames Society, please follow this
link to join our Society:
www.navalwargamessociety.org.
Membership secretary: simonjohnstokes@aol.com

NWS Events and Regional Contacts, 2019
NWS Northern Fleet – Falkirk East Central Scotland
Kenny Thomson, 12 Craigs Way, Rumford Grange, Rumford, Stirlingshire, FK2 0EU
Tel: 01324 714248
e-mail: kenny.thomson@hotmail.com - Website: http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/
Falkirk Wargames Club meets each Monday night at 7pm with a variety of games running each
evening. Naval games are popular with 2 or 3 run each month. Campaign games sometimes
feature in our monthly weekend sessions. Games tend to be organised week to week making a 3month forecast here a waste of time. Please get in touch if you’d like to come along.
 Popular periods – Modern (Shipwreck), WW1 and 2 (GQ), WW2 Coastal (Action Stations),
and Pre-dreadnought (P Dunn’s rules)

Devon and the West Country
Naval Wargames afternoon/evening/all day on a regular basis.
Contact Stuart Barnes Watson to arrange the details.
stuart_barnes_watson@hotmail.com
3 Clovelly Apartments, Oxford Park, Ilfracombe, DEVON, EX34 9JS
Tel: 01271 866637

Uruguay, SCOW: Southern Cone Orientales Wargamers • Games erupt,
inquire to set one off: Bill Owen US telephone is 217-619-0202,
Uruguay 099 834 544 WmOwen@aol.com • If Spanish speaking, email & I will get
someone who speaks it better. • Soca, Canelones or in Montevideo we can arrange a
"Graf Spee 3 Gun Salvo": see her 5.9” gun, anchor & rangefinder salvaged from the ship
resting in the harbor, a Real English Tour conducted by British expat staff who were
associated with the British Ambassador who won the post-battle diplomacy and
subterfuge plus, of course, a GQ3 refight of the battle (fees for features like museum &
tour). • Most of the Salvo can even be done during a cruise ship stop in MVD from a
Round Cape Horn itinerary between Santiago<->Buenos Aires.
• wargamecampaign.wordpress.com

THE NAVAL WARGAMES SOCIETY http://www.navalwargamessociety.org
(Victorian Division “Cerberus”) Email: nws.victoria.au@gmail.com Membership by
e-Subscription to NWS BATTLEFLEET magazine.
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