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EDITORIAL

HMS Pickle was a super yacht of her day. Chosen for her speemdtehip

APi ckl edo was despatched from Tr atheal g a
her captain, Lieutenant John Lapenotiere spent 37 hours travelling to the Admiralty

i n London where he began his report wi
victory but we hBrafadggar Night will bé aelebdatedNan| s o n o .
Saturday20" October andess formaPickle Night is 2¢ November.

The article circulated with this AGB, with some tremendous photographs is from Bruce
Potter.

Welcome to new member lan Trevelyan.

Cheers
Norman Bell

INDIAN OCEAN

Petty Officer 3rd Class Alexander Turla, an airman assigned to the Essex Amphibious
Ready Group (ARG), launches an F-35B Lightning Il assigned to Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron (VMFA) 211, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), aboard the Wasp-class
amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2), Sept. 3, 2018. Essex is the flagship for the
Essex ARG and, with the embarked 13th MEU, is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of
operations in support of naval operations to ensure maritime stability and security in the
Central Region, connecting the Mediterranean and the Pacific through the western Indian
Ocean and three strategic choke points. U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. A. J. Van
Fredenberg (Released) 180903-M-LQ865-1105



Beijing has accused Britain of deliberately provokingr@hafter a British Royal
Navy warship sailed near islands that it claims it owns in the disputed South China
Sea.

AThe actions by the British ship viol:
and infringed Chinabs s®aied eiimnd ystoattd
strongly opposes this and has lodged stern representations with the British to expres
strong dissatisfaction.

AChina strongly urges the British to I
avoid harming the broader pictus€bilateral relations and regional peace and
stability. o

HMS Albion, a 22,00&tonne warship, recently sailed near the Paracel islands when
it was on its way to Vietnam. China responded by dispatching a frigatevand
helicopters to shadow the ship.

A Royal Navy spokesperson said:

AHMS Al bion exercised her rights for
compliance with international | aw an

Belijing claims almost all of the South China Sea as its territory; parts of it
are contested by Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam and others.




HMCS Fredericton (337)

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

The True Story of the
Worst Sea Disaster in U.S. Naval History
and the Fifty-Year Fight to Exonerate
an Innocent Man

INDIANAPOLIS

#1 New York Times Nati:
Bestselling Author

LYNN VINGENT ... SARA VLADIC

The 12 Canadian-built Halifax-class multi-
role patrol frigates are considered the
backbone of the Royal Canadian Navy
(RCN). The ships were originally designed
for anti-submarine warfare and anti-
surface warfare, primarily in the open
ocean environment.

Rob Morgarbrought to my attention a book
review in fiThe Ti mes
The survivors of the sinking had to endure fa
days in the shark infested water. Many da¢d
dehydration, salt water poisoning sheer
exhaustion. Many lost limbs to, or were takel
by, sharks. Due to the secret nature of the

s hi p 6 s defivesng theocamponents of
the atomic bomb, none knew where She was
or that She was in fact missirf§o no search
and rescueApprox 600 men died in the wate
Indianapolis and Her crew deserve to be
remembered. You should be able to buy a c¢
for US$1617 or £1213.

Commander Nathan Gray RN, Makes
the first ever F-35B Lightning Il jet
take off from HMS Queen Elizabeth.

The UK National Museum of the Royal Navy and the Embassy of Chile hosted an
afternoon conference and reception at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on 2" October
commemorating the bicentenary of the Chilean Navy.
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An agreement of cooperation in naval heritage was signed in respect of the close working
relationship since Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane commanded the embryonic Chilean
Fleet to victory over the Spanish in the Chilean war of independence.

Portsmouth based HMS Drajon has left her homeporto embark on an operational
deployment to the Gulf. The Type 45 destroyer is scheduled to work alongside coalition and
regional partners throughout her time away. Shiebe focused on providing regional maritime
security, including counteerrorism and antsmuggling activities.

SEA QUI Zz 75é¢éec¢eé.

Not the most complex of sets this month. Plentyesponses to question 2
thoughtthat flight deck must havieeen packed! Question 4 from 1954, by the
way.

1. In which ship did Beatty fly his flag in 19197
2. What first took place on the flight deck ldMS Indefatigablen March

19457

3. Operdion Tungsten1944) involved six RN Carriers. What was their
target?

4. What is proposed to join NATO next year?

5. ASi nk, burn and destroy. Let no

Rob Morgan




OSPREY Elite 213...A Brief look at....’The Barbary Pirates’.

I didn’t pay the full price of £11.99 for this, in fact I’d have passed it by, but it
was on sale remaindered in the book market, at £3.99, so I ventured the cost!
It’s an Angus Konstam title, a couple of years old now, and the illustrations are
by Gerry Embleton. Part of the value of the work for the naval wargamer is the
chronology and the description of the far-ranging activities of this bunch of
seaborne rogues. There’s a good deal of, I suppose, necessary background on
the Arab conquests, the several Dynasties and the development of the ‘corsairs’
from around 1450 onwards along the Barbary coast from the Straits of Gibraltar
to Tripoli.

The essential, and to me at least, most important aspects, are the sections which
deal with the ships used by the Corsairs ( or Pirates!) and their tactics and
techniques in battle. Konstam in addition provides a very good and quite
lengthy account of the chain of command in the Ottoman world, sometimes
quite complex, of the nature of the Captains and Admirals, and the quite
astonishing cross-section of renegades and hangers-on which crewed many of
the ships, and crucially, the Janissaries, all of the larger raft carried these elite
troops. Useful campaign information all round.

Though it’s the ships used which provide the greatest interest in the book. The
odd siege and land encounter is covered, but the success of the Barbary Pirates
was afloat. The text considers the galley and the smaller galliot, oared and fast,
and goes on to look at the slightly odder but no less successful craft, the Xebec,
usually three-masted and rowed if necessary, but essentially a very quick sailing
warship; Konstam differentiates between Xebec and Polacre, the other major
sailing type. These were useful craft in swift attacks, as were the smaller
Felucca and oddly named Tartan. The list he gives is not inclusive. The Pirates
used anything they could, including captured carracks and small craft of the
type to be found in Venetian hands. The book’s text, ably supported by the
superb plates, of which more in a moment, gives sufficient information to the
naval wargamer to enable the seemingly complex sea forces of the Barbary
states to be created on the table top.

The book ends with a short series of notes on the limitations of a galley or
galliot; on the hunting-grounds of these pirates, and don’t forget, the British
Isles though far to the north were often raided by them even into the time of the
Civil Wars of the 1640’s. In 1625, they raided as far north as Iceland! Konstam
gives an interesting, again useful note on the tactics in battle of the pirate






