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EDITORIAL 

 

HMS Pickle was a super yacht of her day. Chosen for her speed, the good ship 

ñPickleò was despatched from Trafalgar to Falmouth a journey of ten days and then 

her captain, Lieutenant John Lapenotiere spent 37 hours travelling to the Admiralty 

in London where he began his report with the words, ñSir, we have gained a great 

victory but we have lost Lord Nelsonò. Trafalgar Night will be celebrated on 

Saturday 20th October and less formal Pickle Night is 2nd November. 
 
 

The article circulated with this AGB, with some tremendous photographs is from Bruce 
Potter. 
 

Welcome to new member Ian Trevelyan. 
 
Cheers 
Norman Bell 
 
 

INDIAN OCEAN 
 

 
 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Alexander Turla, an airman assigned to the Essex Amphibious 
Ready Group (ARG), launches an F-35B Lightning II assigned to Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron (VMFA) 211, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), aboard the Wasp-class 
amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2), Sept. 3, 2018. Essex is the flagship for the 
Essex ARG and, with the embarked 13th MEU, is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
operations in support of naval operations to ensure maritime stability and security in the 
Central Region, connecting the Mediterranean and the Pacific through the western Indian 
Ocean and three strategic choke points. U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. A. J. Van 
Fredenberg (Released) 180903-M-LQ865-1105 
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Beijing has accused Britain of deliberately provoking China after a British Royal 

Navy warship sailed near islands that it claims it owns in the disputed South China 

Sea. 

ñThe actions by the British ship violated Chinese law and relevant international law, 

and infringed Chinaôs sovereignty,ò the foreign ministry said in a statement. ñChina 

strongly opposes this and has lodged stern representations with the British to express 

strong dissatisfaction. 

ñChina strongly urges the British to immediately stop such provocative actions, to 

avoid harming the broader picture of bilateral relations and regional peace and 

stability.ò 

HMS Albion, a 22,000-tonne warship, recently sailed near the Paracel islands when 

it was on its way to Vietnam. China responded by dispatching a frigate and two 

helicopters to shadow the ship. 

A Royal Navy spokesperson said: 

ñHMS Albion exercised her rights for freedom of navigation in full 
compliance with international law and normsò. 

Beijing claims almost all of the South China Sea as its territory; parts of it 
are contested by Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam and others. 

 

 

 
Impressive 1/700 USS MIDWAY by Kostas Katseas. 
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HMCS Fredericton (337) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The UK National Museum of the Royal Navy and the Embassy of Chile hosted an 
afternoon conference and reception at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on 2nd October 
commemorating the bicentenary of the Chilean Navy.  

The 12 Canadian-built Halifax-class multi-
role patrol frigates are considered the 
backbone of the Royal Canadian Navy 
(RCN). The ships were originally designed 
for anti-submarine warfare and anti-
surface warfare, primarily in the open 
ocean environment. 

Rob Morgan brought to my attention a book 

review in ñThe Timesò of ñIndianapolisò.  

The survivors of the sinking had to endure four 

days in the shark infested water. Many died of 

dehydration, salt water poisoning or sheer 

exhaustion. Many lost limbs to, or were taken 

by, sharks. Due to the secret nature of the 

shipôs mission, delivering the components of 

the atomic bomb, no-one knew where She was 

or that She was in fact missing. So no search 

and rescue. Approx 600 men died in the water. 

Indianapolis and Her crew deserve to be 

remembered. You should be able to buy a copy 

for US$16-17 or £12-13. 

  

 
Commander Nathan Gray RN, Makes 
the first ever F-35B Lightning II jet 
take off from HMS Queen Elizabeth. 
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An agreement of cooperation in naval heritage was signed in respect of the close working 
relationship since Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane commanded the embryonic Chilean 
Fleet to victory over the Spanish in the Chilean war of independence. 
 
 
Portsmouth based HMS Dragon has left her homeport to embark on an operational 

deployment to the Gulf. The Type 45 destroyer is scheduled to work alongside coalition and 

regional partners throughout her time away. She will be focused on providing regional maritime 

security, including counter-terrorism and anti-smuggling activities. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SEA QUIZ 75ééééé. 

   Not the most complex of sets this month. Plenty of responses to question 2 

thought that flight deck must have been packed! Question 4 from 1954, by the 

way. 

    

1. In which ship did Beatty fly his flag in 1919? 

2. What first took place on the flight deck of HMS Indefatigable in March 

1945?   

3. Operation Tungsten (1944) involved six RN Carriers. What was their 

target?   

4. What is proposed to join NATO next year?   

5. ñSink, burn and destroy. Let nothing pass.ò Whose order, and when? 

 

 

Rob Morgan 
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