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EDITORIAL

The anniversary of The Battle of Trafalgar is here again. It only seems like a year

since the last one! Does it make you feel like digging out your copyof Aval on Hi |l | 6s
AWoden Shi ps aenarghgyouni $/einlos feét et€@lOore-playing

all or part of the Battle using miniatures grand or otherwise? If so, what about

producing a few words on the action for AGB or Battlefleet?

ACol our so was Im8&dptembartOnlX@edaynotytwo ithis year. | could
not go, so | am unable to say if it was smaller in size as well as shorter in duration.
One thing is certain and that is Naval War Games would have been under
represented. When there is a Show near you what about using AGB to call for
volunteers to run a sea themed patrticipation game? Simon and regular helpers have

done their fair share at LondonosonbBoard el Cent
HMS BELFAST. John Curry and David Manley do a grand job promoting the hobby

but like many thingsi many hands make | ight work. Can yo
be fun?

Two new Members this month, Richard and Andrew. Slow but continuous growth in
NWS Membership.

Somewhere in the World, the Sun is over the yardarm.

Norman Bell.

http://www.admiraltytrilogy.com/read/BOl Rpt HMS Sheffield May82.pdf

Website of interest. 25 pages Board of Inquiry i Loss of HMS SHEFFIELD to a non-
exploding Exocet Missile.


http://www.admiraltytrilogy.com/read/BOI_Rpt_HMS_Sheffield_May82.pdf

History of Repulse

The HM Submarine Repulse was built by Vickers Ltd. at Barrow-in-
Furness. She was launched on 4th November 1967, by Lady Joan
Zuckerman, wife of Sir Zolly Zuckerman, Chief Scientific Advisor to the
Government, only to get stuck on a mudbank on Walney Island opposite
the launch site.

HM Submarine Repulse was a nuclear powered submarine, more than
400 feet long and displaced over 7000 tons. She was designed to carry
sixteen Type A3 Polaris missiles in addition to conventional torpedo
armament.

First commissioned on the 28 September 1968. A two-crew system of
manning was used, known as Port and Starboard crews, to achieve the
maximum sea days for the hulls. The 1st commission Commanding
Officers were Port Crew - Commander JR Wadman and Starboard Crew -
Commander AJ Whetstone.

HM Submarine Repulse was the second submarine to come into service
as part of the Polaris programme. She was preceded by HM Submarine
Resolution and then followed by Renown and Revenge. The history of
Polaris shows that with 229 unbroken patrols, it was a total success.
Also with a mid-life update of Chevaline in 1982, it remained a credible
deterrent throughout its operational life. The chapter came to an end in
May 1996 when Repulse completed the final Polaris patrol and the reigns
for the national deterrent passed to the Vanguard Class SSBN, equipped
with Trident D5 missiles, she was finally decommissioned on the 28th



August 1996. Repulse itself was the most successful and reliable of the
10th Submarine Squadron.

Technical Data

Pennant Numbers: HMS/M Resolution (S22), HMS/M Repulse (S23).
Yard Numbers: 1074 & 1075

Dimensions

(in feet): Length 425 feet, Beam 33 feet, Draught 30 feet.

Displacement: Surface: 4,400 tons, Submerged: 4,900 tons.

Propulsion:  Single shaft Pressurised Water Reactor 1 (PWR1) nuclear plant, two
geared steam turbines = 15,000 shp Displacement: Surfaced 7,500 tons, Submerged
8,400 tons.

Speed: In excess of 25 knots.

Endurance: Approximately 100,000 nautical miles.

Armaments: Sixteen A3 Polaris UGM-27c two stage SLBM, powered by solid Fuel
rocket motors with a range of 2,500 miles. 6 x 21 inch Torpedo Tubes fitted in the
ships bow.

Complement: 13 Officers and 137 Ratings.

Notes: The third and fourth boats of the class HMS/M Renown (S26) and HMS/M
Revenge (S27) were built at Cammell Lairds at Birkenhead.

June 9th 1979.

The photograph shows HMS Repulse, with the American Deep Submergence
Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Avalon embarked off the Isle of Arran West Scotland. The
Royal Navy and the US Navy achieved the first-ever underwater link-up between two
Dived submarines Men from HMS Odin were ferried to Repulse using Avalon as the
shuttle. During the exercise Odin acted as a distressed submarine, lying on the
seabed 400ft deep; Repulse, was the mother Submarine from which Avalon



operated. Men from Odin were able to enter Avalon to be transferred to Repulse
without even getting their feet wet.

Historical Data

At the Nassau conference in December 1962, an agreement was reached between
President J.F.Kennedy and Prime Minister Harold McMillan to allow the Royal Navy
to purchase the Polaris submarine launched Ballistic Missile System, to compensate
for the cancellation of the Skybolt airborne strategic system in 1961. At a stroke, the
Royal Navy took over total responsibility for Britain's nuclear deterrent from the Royal
Air Force. The development of the Polaris programme placed an enormous strain on
the Royal Navy and the industrial economy, but much to the credit of both, the
programme came in on time, and more importantly, within budget.

The original plan was for five boats, but the incoming Labour Government cancelled
the fifth boat as a political gesture. This decision placed enormous pressures on the
Polaris Submarine Force, as it was pledged to have a boat on patrol at all times.
Using two crews (Port and Starboard) and tight refit schedules, the "Bombers"
carried out their patrols for thirty years without any undue fuss until the introduction
of the Vanguard Class Trident Submarines. When the final Polaris patrol was
completed in 1996, the four boats had carried out a total of 229 two month patrols
between them.




On the same day that the world was struck by news of a second atomic bomb,
the last Victoria Cross of World War 2 was won by a Canadian Royal Navy
Reservist.

Lieutenant Robert Hampton O6Hammydé Gray Thurs

Exactly 100 minutes before the attack on Nagasaki, Grayi k nown as OHammy©®& |
friends T was leading a flight of eight Corsair fighter-bombers from carrier HMS
Formidable, 750 miles to the northeast. Twenty-seven-year-old Gray was already a
veteran of Formidableds raid onghterib@embéri r pi t z
strikes in the Pacific theatre when he atte
fateful Thursday. Formidabl e0 s-Keénemmgedhisii ng O
fliers Anot to take unnecessary . Buwakwed wi t h
war and strikes this day were planned against airfields around Onagawa Wan, 250

miles north of Tokyo to keep the kamikazes grounded. Formidable knew all too well

the threat posed by the Japanese suicide bombers. She had been hit off Okinawa in

early May i the aftermath has provided us with some of the iconic imagery of a

kamikaze attack i before being hurriedly repaired in Australia and sent back to
Japan, where her aircraft struck at shipping and land-based targets.

On the morningofAugust 9, Grayods flight neticed f 1l ak
camouflaged shipping in the harbour. They continued on to the airfields i were they

found few pickings i but on the run for home, the senior pilot of 1841 Naval Air

Squadron was determined to knock out the enemy warships. Racing low over the

Honshu hills, Gray led his flight towards a defiant destroyer, intent on dropping his

two 500lb bombs on it. His posthumous citation described him running a gauntlet of
concentrated fire, ignoring the steel hail, and heading directly for his target, the

destroyer Amakusa. Flying at mast height, Gray released the bombs which tumbled

into the destroyer, then began to make his break for safety. Still at barely 30 or 40ft
OHammyo6 Graybés port heiaircft flipped evér onitanits lmackf | a me s
and plunged into the bay, disappearing in an instant.



Amakusa quickly sank. Gr ay6s | oss was mourned by all on

and respected by all,o0o fellow flierhcStub Li eu
a shadow not only on the Tpa |l @rtay 0 b uparoenntts,e
Lieutenant John Bl ade wrot e: Al would have d

pilot | served under. He had an unfailing joviality and a sense of proportion which

gavemet he greatest conf i drehecushofeventhwheh j udgment .
followedtheJ apanese empireds coll apse, the expl oi
largely been overlooked by history. A former medical student from British Columbia,

the Canadian volunteered to join the Royal Navy in 1940, earning his wings in the

autumn of 1941. He served extensively in North Africa before joining Formidable in

the European theatre of operations, twice receiving a mention in dispatches for his

heroism. News of his death reached the family home in the appropriately named
Canadian town of Nelson, justas Emper or Hirohito declared n
devel oped not necessariusherngimpedce mtheKas advant a
East.

It would be another three months before the Canadian was gazetted for his deed. He
was, It said, fAone of the gallant company of
Japanese from Palembang to Tokyo. o

[ ASdzi Syl yid w26S8NI | FYLIi2y &l FYY&é DNI &

Andrew Carlinhasthef ol | owing info in answer to Robo®s

Warbases makes 2mm and 3mm thick MDF bases of all shapes and sizes. | would
be surprised if they did not have a ready-made 2mm thick circular base of 20mm
diameter in their range. Even if they don't they do custom bases to any size you
want. | know it's not plastic or metal but who can tell once it's painted, and if you are
looking for several then MDF is cheap.

Where do yo ur tax dollars go? F35B Lightning Il Pilot Helmets cost
approx. £260,000 ($400,000) each. Rockwell Collins has so far built more
than 200 of them.



Sea Quiz 46 Answers....

Well done if yvou got 2 and 4 right!

1.

This pile of metal was recovered from the wreck of Tirpitz, apparently
along with 250 tons of ammunition and her motors.

Well...it was HMS Abercrombie, she was to be named after Sir Ralph
Abercromby, victor of Aboukir bay 1801. While Abercrombie was the
name of a 74 afloat in 1810, and she was named after a Major General (
they have those in the army, by the way) who was CinC North America
in 1758. A clerical error!

Diana, took part in the First Burmese War 1824-26.

Another cause for argument....Along with Malaya, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and Hindustan, a few oddities like Caledonia and Hibernia
cropped up. Africa was given in the answers too, but that’s not a country
either.

It was HMS Victory, with 1,075 lost.
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Sea Quiz 47.

Name 10 British warships beginning with CO....

Who was CinC, what his flagship and who his enemy at Navarino?
Odd one out? Nigeria, Jamaica, Fiji, Bermuda, and Trinidad.

Who made the signal ‘Intend attacking at dawn.” Where?

In which navy did the carrier Magnificent serve in the 1950°s?
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The Fleet Air Arm Quiz!

A quiz dedicated to the gallant FAA was an occasional ‘special’ in ‘“The Navy’
back in the 1950’s. Mind you not having ever been a flyer of any description 1
think the questions in these issues were far harder than the regular stuff .

Have a go, this is 1953 by the way...

Pl B

What is a Grunau Baby?

Where exactly is HMS Fulmar?

Name the first RN Carrier with an angled deck.

Which carrier (1953) is the cadet training carrier?

Which wartime US aircraft is still in front-line service with the FAA?



USS Texas in San Jacinto State Park, October 2006. The battleship is painted as it
was in 1945 with Measure 21, Navy Blue System Camouflage. The camouflage was
intended to make the battleship more difficult to detect from the air.

Andrew Arthur, 2001

HMS DREADNOUGH(profile drawing by Emoscope available on Wikipedia

Coming in Novemberd6s AGB: a few words on
between HMS DREADNOUGHT and SMS HANNOVER.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Texas_(BB-35)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Texas_(BB-35)

Postcardrom 1906.

Was the HANNOVER obsolete on the day She was launched? Many would Biywes.

would She havéaredagainst the 12 inch guns of the faster HMS DREADNOUGHT?
b2@SYoSNRa ! D. O2yiUNAodziSa G2 (GKS RSoldSo
Phil Beeley supplies the followinginanswert o t he fAMenel auso arti cl
AGB.

The query regarding Menelaus. See Buxton, "Big Gun Monitors". She was a sister
to M 33 which is the lead article in AGB. Once named Melpomene, but renamed
when a French ship of that name joined the Free French Forces. ex M31 was then
again renamed, this time as Menelaus. She had a single 21in TT on the forecastle,
as a torpedo training vessel.

Scrapped Post war.

Interesting class this. In addition to their varied service careers, apparently some of
them were converted to Tankers for service on the (then shallow) Lake Maracaibo in
Venezuela.

The following article is from P Dunn.

EARLY DAYS

Present day members of the Naval Wargames Society may be interested in what
was going on 48 years ago. The following somewhat amusing description of this can
be gleaned by early active member Peter Simpson which appeared in Volume 8 of
ABATTLEFLEETO circa 1967.



cont over



