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EDITORIAL

Firstly, apologies to David Manley for not including his name in October's AGB as originator of the dets
t he, fBailtThdRussiBeWanimtie Baltic, 18550. Finger tro

Welcome to new Member, John Laing.

A good battle was had at Basingstoke in OctoBerm Line of Battle was the rule set, some cracking ship
models were in use. Tim Moore was the umpire, well done toHi@mRoyal Navy was hammering the U.S.
vessels, we stopped for a sandwich and then it was a complete reversal of fortune after thi@driEk.
could not hit a side of a cow with a banjo while the US vessels were hitting and boarding ships all over

Computer problems result in this A@Rirculation being delayed. Will my present machine last until the
January sales?

Somewhere in the World the Sun is over the yardarm.

Norman Bell normanpivc@gmail.com
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October witnessed the Devon Brancliting on the Baltic Campaign 1855 over a weekend. All sides fought to their
absolute best, no argument s, no cheatingé. .just full of
Allied fleetsé. more i mp o wiriandswerg mad@lbthe fvargameas that | fondlyj rememberd a1
have been either a full day or weekend. Well attended and hard fought. History recreated, or slightly altered within the
realms of belieflf any members are contemplating putting on a big gdrme please let us know. | for one would be keen

to attend, and | 6ve seen some terrific displays put on

Here in Devon we are gearing up fot/4200Chile vs Argentina CampaigtB62,BeagleStraits Crisis with Peru pushing
their clams.Only a year ago, Everett had never heard of wargames, let alone naval waldamés.game on, ships
acquired from me, map downloaded, aircraft from Tumbling Dice in 1/600 (works dellyhter gets Latin American
Airforces Book for coloursasapesent é. . who can tell who will prevail?

And that 6s t he | oFprmemberdliatheaSouthWéest, games will ge!lcommence regularly on Thursday
afternoons, Lee Bay Village Halhear llfracombeYour Battlefleet editohas put oug call for more articles. Please
contact Jeff via email ochorney.jeff@gmail.com

If you are putting on a big show, or have thougdut it, let us know. | foonewould be delighted to attend.
Your continued support is vital in this, and as such | urge you to renew your membership asap.

Stuart


mailto:chorney.jeff@gmail.com
mailto:normanpivc@gmail.com

Royal attendance for HMSBULWARK in Oman

Amphibious assault ship HMS BULWARK welcomed His Highness Mohammed Bin Salim Al Said, Head of
Protocol Department for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; to the official reception and capability demonstration
held during her recent visit to Muscat, Oman.

Royal attendance for HMBULWARKin Oman
Image Crown copyright

The event was to demonstrate the capabilities of HMS BULWARK, part of the Response Force Task Group, to the
distinguished guestand influential members of the local communi@ver 200 guests attended the evening reception,
including Her Majestyds Ambassador to Oman, Jami e Bowdc¢
ACONIT and the USS BULKELEY.

The guests weregien a tour of the ship, where the shipds compan
missile attack, and how these actions would be controlled from the Combined Operations Room and the bridge.

The Crown Prince met wi t horssandReyal Marined Whie tlieydeMoAdRdtall she maaitime,
air and land component capabilities that make HMS BULWARK so versatile and flésiMe.BULWARK Commanding

of ficer, Captain Andrew Burns Royal $lwiththe ArmedRodes ofi As we
Oman, my shipbés company has been given the opportunity
characteristic style. o

The evening concluded in the picturesque setting of Muscat Harbour, with a Ceredumsiet Ceremony; the lowering of
the Royal Navybés White Ensign fl ag.

The following articles on HMS KENT, DRAGON and DARI NG come f
publication.

HMS KENT, a Duke Class Type 23 Frigate, returned home to Portsmouth Naval Base having completed a six and a half

month deployment during which she carried out Maritime security operations in the Arabian Gulf area. The Frigate received

an emotional welcome by friends and family eager to see their loved ones onboard. The celebratory mood was enhanced by

various activities to enjoy, including a magician, face painting and a Royal Marines band that helped welcome the ship

home. While deployed, HMS KENT made 12 visits to various ports in Bahrain, India and the United Arab Emirates. She also

visited Crete and Italy on her way home.

HMS KENT ENTERSHM NAVAL BASE PORTSMOUTH



Built to take out enemy aircraft and missiles, Type 45 Destroyer HMS DRAGON faced one of her toughest tests to date

when she linked up with a number of US jets and helicopters in the Gulf. This time, however, it was an opportunity

for her to choreograph an impressive array of air power i B-1B Lancer bombers, Apache gunships, F/A-18A Hornets, Sea

Hawk helicopters, Sea Eagle drones, p ILynx ThBE RoAsBOUthébaseddaTypa 458 1 5 Na
Destroyer, drawing to the end of her maiden deployment, met up with USS Ponce and USS Shoup to test both the command

and control structure of different vessels with different technology, as well as the Ops Rooms team. To add to the ability of

HMS DRAGONOG s T cambble of teackingtcentacts at distances of over 250 miles i she was assisted by an eye-in-

the-sky Sea King from 849 NAS which scours the skies fulfilling the same role courtesy of its Searchwater radar. The reams

of data the collective radars gathered were fed back to the teams of radar operators and aircraft controllers in HMS

DRAGONGtsechhi operations room. dlt is all/l about directing the
whether that is for identifying and targeting purposes, or, if required, for engaging with weapons while still at a safe distance

from the ships, 0 said Sub Lt Ali Taylor, one of three ftight el
ont o targets. AThis was a far more complex exercise in compar
command and control of such a | arge number and type of aircr.
demonstration of how maritime and air power provides more than the sum of their parts, when they operate so closely
together. o As well as a test of air power , itUSS Firebolg Siroccosaed al s o

Whirlwind 7 and US Coast Guard Cutters Aquidneck and Maui acting as challenging contacts. The Anglo-American workout
came hot on the heels of the Portsmouth-based Destroyer working with RAF Typhoons in the region.

HMS DRAGON TYPE 45 DESTROYER

HMS DARING leaves Australia following a week of celebration.

HMS DARI NG, the first of six Type 45 (or Daring Class) Destr
week in the spotlight as she took part in the coysptinggay,s cent
tugs helped the 8,500-tonne destroyer under the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge and past the equally-famous Opera House

as vessels attending the International Fleet Review departed
Commissi oner Paul Madden who said Ihtbh'erchodyaualyI whauss tsruaplpioarnt eNda viiyi ons sl
was busy all week. We really took advantage of having such a
spent two days aboard the Type 45 sailing into Sydney Harbour when the ship arrivedi ia spectacul aandexper i
was i mpressed by the fis e a iha?208-plus pailos albarcMr Maddea shiel that alldhe Rdyal

Navybs parti ci-orgrevestsinSydneyimas besreaeckr edi t t o the country: ABritain

the event, o adding, fAiThe Band of HM Royal Marines drew many
Sydney on parade with 4,000 sailors. Their musicianship and the precision of their drill demonstrated clearly why they are
generally held to be the best military band in the world. o D,

leaders in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide, and welcomed a lot of media aboard 1 resulting in considerable coverage for

the RN Down Under. The Portsmouth-based Destroyer is officially 49 per cent of her way through her global deployment i

the first by a Type 45, and the first vi sdandeshipsp. HAUDARINGHas a by |
taken part in two ceremonial reviews 1 the first recreated the entry by the inaugural RAN Fleet in 1913, the second was a

more traditional fleet review witnessed by Prince Harry i services of commemoration for Australian sailors killed in the line of

duty and a parade through the heart of Sydney with 4,000 seafarers from around the world.

HMS WESTMI NSTER recently visited Goa where the sh
Indian Navy for Exercise Konkan.



HMS WESTMI NSTER (foreground) and the INS Delhi during Exercise Konkan 13
[Picture: Leading Airman (Photographer) Dan Rosenbaum, Crown copyright]

The Royal Navy Type 23 frigate took time out from her busy counter -terrorism and
counter -narcotics operations in the Gulf for a workout with Indian Navy Ship (INS) Delhi
and her company. Exercise Konkan is part of the long -term commitment shared by the
United Kingdom and India to maintain strong ties and developing the ability to work

closely and efficiently together during operations. The British frigate later hosted an
evening reception with ceremonial sunset, which was attended by the Admiral, many of

his senior staff, the Mayor of Goa and other local dignitaries.

INS Delhi's helicopter takes off from HMS WESTMINS TER's flight deck during a cross
deck landing exercise

[Picture: Leading Airman (Photographer) Dan Rosenbaum, Crown copyright]

HMS WESTMINSTER and the INS Delhi rehearsed gunnery, anti -submarine warfare,

boarding operations, close manoeuvring and cross -deckfying. WESTMI NSTEROG s
helicopter | anded on the Del hiés flight deck
across to be hosted by HMS WEBMSWHESEVMINSRER$ashdwi g ht
returned to maritime security operations in the Gulf region, where she will remain until

early 2014.

Royal Navy's 260 captains for just 19 warships: Defence cuts see 15 times as many

commanding officers as vessels

e There are now 40 admirals and 260 captains in the Royal Navy
« However, as a result of defence cuts, there aomly 19 active warships.

The above was the eye catching introduction to an artjckelmily Mail Reporter

L

whi |
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Daily+Mail+Reporter

Britannia says,

The above story from the Daily Mail is slightly misleading, in as much as the Royal Navy has
Minehunters, Submarines one helicopter carrier and Survey ships. Also Captain is a rank not a job
title. The fA190 in t he he atdyels.The statigics tvdrecexposedbly e r
Tory MP James Clappison during a defence deba:
a captain in the Navy might have been to command his ownT&day, it might be that dream is

simplyto setfootom s hi p. 6

Let 6s hope that the dream of a captain in the
256 Brigadiers and Generals but only 200 Challenger Tanks, does anybody think that the reduction in
the UKs armed forces will be managed sensibly eorrectly? Does anyone know the ratio of Group
Captains / Wing Commanders etc to aircraft in the RAF?

The following article is courtesy of Jeff Crane.

Warship Wednesday October 23, The Net Jumping Cricket

by laststandonzombieisland

Here at LSOZI, we are going to take out every Wednesday for a look at the old steam/diesel navies of the 1859-1946
time period and will profile a different ship each week.

- Christopher Eger

Warship Wednesday October 23, The Net Jumping Cricket

Here we see a rendering of a very interesting boat in the Italian Naval service during World War One. Part tank, part
torpedo boat, it was designed to crawl over the nets protecting enemy naval bases, then punch holes in the bad guys
ships, sending them to the bottom and taking them out of the war.

When the Great War started, Italy, who was officially an ally of Germany and Austria, flung its hands in the air and
proclaimed its official neutrality. You see Italy bordered France to the west, and faced the might of the combined
British and French fleets in the Mediterranean, and had very little to gain for coming into the war for the two Kaisers,
with everything to lose. Them, after eight months of wooing from the Allies, Italy double crossed their buddies and
cast their lot with the West. Although the Italian Army found itself in a bloody stalemate in the Alps against the
Austrian army that brought nothing but misery, their navy served a very real purpose in bottling up the rather large
Austrian fleet in the Adriatic. This freed up the British and French forces in the Med to move into the Atlantic to face


http://laststandonzombieisland.com/2013/10/23/warship-wednesday-october-23-the-net-jumping-cricket/
http://laststandonzombieisland.com/author/laststandonzombieisland/

the Germans.

Just look at all of those pretty Austrian battleships at anchor in Pula harbour. Here you see Austro-Hungarian

dreadnought battleships (Tegetthoff class) at the roadstead in Pula, Croatia, Which Was then a part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire.

For most of 1915, 1916, and 1917 the Italian Navy, (Regia Marina) was content with holding the line across the
Adriatic and keeping the Austrians in their ports. Then in 1918, they decided to go north and sink the Kaiser's
battleships where they slept. Two Italian torpedo boats made it into the lightly defended harbour at Trieste and sank
the old battleship Wien. The problem was the Austrians had years to fortify their largest naval base at Pola (now Pula
in Croatia) with anti-submarine nets, anti-torpedo nets, underwater obstacles, coastal artillery, and naval mines. To
penetrate these harbours, the Italians had to come up with something different.

They came up with the "Barchino saltatore” or "punt jumper". These fifty foot long wooden hulled boats had a flat
bottom and two tracks along each side of the hull, port and starboard. Each track held a series of metal crampon
hooks and was turned by a set of pulleys fore and aft, propelled by a pair of 5hp electric motors. This unusual boat 8-
ton could literally crawl over the rows of torpedo nets and anti-submarine nets that separated the Adriatic from the
protected harbour. Once over the nets, the boat would drop into the inner harbour, where it would transit, using its
spinning tracks to move like a side-mounted paddle wheel, at 4-knots. Then, lining up with an Austrian battleship at
anchor, it would send two torpedoes into its side before beating feet (err, tracks) back out to sea. Of course this
required the punt jumper to be towed to Pola and back by a larger ship, but once there, it was good to go.
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The Italians built four of these boats and named them the Cavalletta(Grasshopper) , Locusta (Locust), Pulce (Flea)
and Grillo (Cricket). The were made a part of MAS 95 and 96 squadrons, which became famous for irregular naval
actions in the war.

Four times in early May, 1918, two Italian destroyers, two torpedo boats, and the punt jumper Grillo left the Italian side
of the Adriatic and made its way in convoy to Pula. On the first three of those attempts, conditions were less than ideal
Then on the night of May 13-14, 1918, the Grillo made a go of it with a mission to make it through Pola harbour.
Crewed by Stoker Giuseppe Corrias, Seaman Angelino Berardinelli, and commanded by Lieutenant CC Pellegrini,
the Grillo made it through four of the five Austrian obstruction nets, but got caught on the last one. These obstacles
were rows of timber baulks and wire hawsers six feet apart. Four out of five doesn't count in harbour defences and the
Austrians opened fire on the helpless Grillo when it was caught in the searchlights, which sunk.

Pellegrini

Her three-man crew was captured and ended the war as POWSs, winning the Italian Gold Medal for Military Valour.
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The Austrians Grillo clone

The Austrians thought it interesting enough to make one of their own as a test-bed to make sure the lItalians couldn't
get successful using one of these tank-boats in the future.

With that in mind, the Italians shelved the other three and concentrated on human torpedoes, which they used to
penetrate Pola in November and sink the battleship Viribus Unitis (20,000 t) and the nearby steamer Wien (7,400 t) in
the last days of the war.

Barchiy tpo «Griios, 1917,



Specs:

Displacement 8 tons

Length  16.0 m (52.29ft)

Width 3,10 m (10.17 ft)

Draft 0.75 m (2.46ft)

Propulsion 2 electric motors on axis for 10 HP total
Speed 4 knots

Range 30 mn at 4 knots

Crew 4

Armament 2 x 450mm torpedoes

If you liked this column, please consider joining the International Naval Research Organization (INRO)

They are possibly one of the best sources of naval lorehttp://www.warship.org/naval.htm

The International Naval Research Organization is a non-profit corporation dedicated to the encouragement of the
study of naval vessels and their histories, principally in the era of iron and steel warships (about 1860 to date). Its
purpose is to provide information and a means of contact for those interested in warships.

Nearing their 50th Anniversary, Warship International, the written tome of the INRO has published hundreds of
articles, most of which are unique in their sweep and subject.

This web site of interest is from Rob. The Battle of the Atlantic Exhibition at HQS
Wellington moored on the Thames Embankment. It's free entry Sundays and Mondays up to 16th December 2013 from
11.00 to 1700. The details are on their site.

http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/home

Ministry Of Defenceseeks ideas to preserve HMS lllustrious

The MOD is looking for ideas for how best to preserve the legacy of the Royal Navy's Invincible
class aircraft carriers.

HMS lllustrious approaches Glen Mallan (library image)
[Picture: Leading Airman (Photographer) Keith Morgan, Crown copyright]

The last of the class, HMS lllustrious, is due to retire in late 2014 after 32 years of distinguished service that Bas seen h
involved in operations around the world. Following the announcement last year that theta@r@086hip will be

preserved in some form, MOD is now inviting private companies, charities and trusts who are interested in buying her to
come forward with idea®f her future usedMS lllustriousi s currently the UKG6s high rea
carrier, able to deploy Merlin, Chinooke& King, Lynx or Apache helicopters. She is currently in the Mediterranean as
part of the Royal Navybés Cougar 13 deployment of the Ul


http://www.warship.org/naval.htm
http://www.thewellingtontrust.com/home
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/The-Fleet/Ships/Assault-Ships/HMS-Illustrious

The ship, which is 210 metres long, the equivalent of 18 dalgstker buses, was involvedtire First Gulf War and the
conflict in Afghanistan in 2001, and supported evacuations from Sierra Leone in 2000 and Lebanon in 2006.

HMS lllustrious along side at Her Majesty's Naval Base Portsmouth (library image)
[Picture: Leading Aman (Photographer) PaalBarrow, Crown copyright]

MOD wants HMS lllustrious to remain in the UK and bids for her future use must be viable and include plans for part or all
of the ship to be developed for heritage purposes.

TheMinister for Defence Equipment, Support and Technal&lip Dunne, said:

"HMS lllustrious, like her 2 sister ships Invincible and Ark Royal, has provided an invaluable service to this country over
more than 3 decades. This competitiah provide the opportunity for organisations to put forward innovative and viable
proposals to honour the role and history of this iconic class of ship and all those who served on board them."

Once proposals are received, an industry day will be heldyseaxtto discuss the ideas further. It is expected a final

decision will be made after the ship is decommissioned and handed ovebisgtheal Services Authority The UKO6s |
Queen Elizabeth Clagdrcraft carriers, which Wireplace the Invincible Class ships, are currently under construction.

HMS Queen Elizabeth, which is almost complete, will begin sea trials in 2017 before undertaking flight trials wi#ls the
Lightning Il aircraft in 2018.

Check out the Ship Nostalgia webshép://www.shipnostalgia.comhe following is from the pages on HMS
WARSPITE. The site is well worth a look.

Main battery:e i g h €42 MKkLdauns in four twin MK1 turrets, these guns fired an AP shell weighing 1,920 Ibs out to
approximately 23,400 yards at 20 degrees elevation and using 428 Ibs of MD45 propellant in four quarter charges
contained i n Pdtthe L93DfMtde gens weke gibea @ 30 degree elevation and were designated Mk2

guns with a new shell weighing 1,98% and using a charge of 432 Ibs of propellant they now had a range of 32,500 yards,

a shell covering this distance would take slightly over a mitwuggrive.The 15 inch gun was without a doubt the finest

gun ever produced by the UK, it was first test fired fc
Vanguard in 1954(Vanguarava s f i tt ed wi t h t he lylnterdedtfonther1816 Gloriausdasgguns o
battlecruiser$ it was often said that she was the best battleship but was fitted with her Great Aunts teeth!). The Queen
Elizabeth class were built at great risk, the normal proving of a new gun was surpastesd tteeayjuns to be made in time

for them to be fitted, if this had not been done then t
the preceding Iron Duke class, the man responsible for this great rush was Winston Churchiiteloetine ships built
guickly and to be armed with the 150 gun and the man ¢t
Ordnance. The 150 gun was very powerful but had a very
charge before needing relining, they were constructed of a steel liner inside a steel inner or A tube over this tolhreinforce t
gun 185 miles of thin flat wire was wound at ateeision,over the wire windings a steel jacket was shrunk on, the entire
gunwas 54 feet long and weighed about a hundred tons and the entire two gun turret a total of 770 tons.

10


https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers/parliamentary-under-secretary-of-state-defence-equipment-support-and-technology
https://www.gov.uk/buying-defence-equipment-from-the-uk-armed-forces
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/The-Fleet/Ships/Future-Ships/Queen-Elizabeth-Class
https://www.f35.com/
https://www.f35.com/
http://www.shipnostalgia.com/

This excellent shot shows the 15" X and Y turret's guns of Warspite, the built up nature of the barrels can be clearly seen.
How to load and fire a 15" gun

You cannot leave these gunghout describing how the 70 man crew for each turret operated them. The request to load
would come down from the director officer to the guns giving the syyedt Armour Piercing Capped (APC) Common
Percussion Capped (CPC or Semi AP) or High Explo@iE) these shells would be picked from their stowage in the shell
room located above the treble bottorBritish warships stowed them horizontally and the USN vertigally a pair of

hydraulic grabs and transported by overhead rails to a pair of bddese bogeys could be either locked to the rotating

turret trunk or locked to the ship, the shells would be placed into them whilst locked to the ship, the bogies were then
unlocked and rotated so that the shell aligned up with the flash proof accessodibertrunk and the bogies relocked to

the rotating turret trunk. The shells were then, rammed through flash tight doors into the lower sections of a pair of three
tiered hoists to take them up to the shell handling room located below the guns thenigelve same time in the

magazines located above the shell rooms the magazine crew would remove eight quarter charges from their storage
canisters and pass them through flash tight doors into the turret trunk were they would be hoisted in the opgesfsecti

the hoists to the shell handling room. In the shell handling room the shells and charges would appear through another set c
flash tight doors in the floor , they were then rammed from the shell hoist into the gun loading cage and the hoisks sent ba
down to reload. The shells were rammed into the top level of three in the gun loading cages, and the quarter charges were
loaded two to the second and two to the third level of the cage and the loading cage would then be sent up through anothe
set of fash proof doors into the gun house itself. The gun would atseeach open and the breech would be locked
(somethindike a huge door bolt) to stop the gun moving during the loading process, the loading tray which connected

from the loading cage to tlgain breech would béown.The upper level of the loading cage would be stopped at the tray

and the shell rammed home into the gun barrel by a chaimerthe rammer would then withdraw and the cage move up

to the second level where the rammer would ram home the two quarter chargies @) the process would be

repeated for the next two quarter charges and the loading cage would be sent down wlitigerbam for the next round,

the loading tray would retract and the breech would slam Shatbreech lock would release and the gun layerdd, if

in director control, align the gun to match the director pointers, or aim the gun at the targataf ocohtrol, as soon as the

gun is O60nd the electric circuits would be closed and t
then usually fired in salvoes, normally all four left guns would fire followed by all four right gussaltbived for

adjusting the guns by the fall of shot from the previous salvo, range correction was faster than firing eight guns together
and waiting for the reload. This was the normal daylight method of firing, at night it was usual to fire eightaglside

as the fall of shot could not be seen. When all fouright) gun ready lights were on the directing officer would sound the
warning bell and fire the guns. If this seems complex imagine repeating it every 45 seconds, the guns were supposed to fi
two rounds a minute but in reality it was just under a minute per round.
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Answers to Sea Quiz No. 25.

Well shipmates ( | @lwags wanted to write that!), sometimes the responses to the original Sea Quiz brought
argument and dispute to the journal's pages. The Commodore question was one. Here are the answers....

1. This is a temporary rank given only to the senior Captain of a detached squadron on active service. Or to the C.O. of a
shore establishment.

2. HMS Wakeful was torpedoed off Dunkirk in 1940.

3. The compiler gives....Retriever, Revenge, Resolution, Redbreast, Repulse, Renown, Ready, Recruit, Reliance, Regulus,
Relentless, Resource, Restive, and ends with, 'etc; etc'. Hm!

4. These carriers were all at Suez in 1956.

5. The six funnels are... Vanguard, Nile, Abercrombie (pre-1916), Inflexible, and Courageous and Glorious (these shown
both as completed).

Best of luck, with Number 26.

Rob Morgan

Sea Quiz 26.

A fairly straightforward set of questions this time. From a 1951 issue.

1. Which Royal Navy ship was a Corvette in1817, Cruiser in 1914, and a
destroyer in 19447

Whose last words ( allegedly!-RM) were “It’s all my fault’.

Who is in charge of a ship’s boats?

Which two 19" century British Ironclads were known as the ‘Half-
Boots™?

5. Name these WWI ships...

B

D2 A T T
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This press Release from MBDA came via Peter Colbeck.

MB D A 6 sMIGALsuccessfully fired by the Royal Navy of Oman from the Al Shamikh OPV

The Royal Navy of Oman (RNO) has recently conducted an operational naval Vertical Launch MICA missile firing from

the Al Shamikh Ocean Patrol Vessel (OPV), a Khareef class ooterdrby BAE Systems. This live firing took place at the
French MoD6és test range off the coast of the #fAll e du Leé
the FrenchDGAEM ( Directi on G®n BssasldeMisdiles]He ¥AMICAemissil@ duccessfully

intercepted and destroyed at very low altitude the target which was simulating a sea skimnrship anissile. The

success of this firing is evidence of the operational capability of the RNO with its new vessel anad systgio.

VL MICA is the latest generation of air defence systems and deploys the MICA missile vertically launched from a canister
which serves for both storage and launch purposes. In its naval version, VL MICA provides both area air defence as well a:
self-defence of the host vessel. MICA fiamdforget missiles can be equipped withth IR or radar seekers aade

capable of dealing with the full range of airborne threats as well as saturating attacks.

Worldwide to date, 12 armed forces have setktiie MICA missile. With a significant presence in five European

countries and the USA, in 2012 MBDA achieved a turnover of 3 billion euros with an order book of 9.8 billion euros. With
more than 90 armed forces customers in the world, MBDA is a worlédéadnissiles and missile systems. MBDA is the

only group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems that correspond to the full range of current an
future operational needs of the three armed forces (land, sea and air). Ineajabugh offers a range of 45 missile systems

and countermeasures products already in operational service and more than 15 others currently in development. MBDA is
jointly held by BAE SYSTEMS (37.5%), EADS (37.5%) and FINMECCANICA (25%)).

LANCASTER wears her poppy with pride

The red poppy is one of the most iconic symbols of remembrance and a Royal Navy ship is
wearing hers with pride.

Lancaster wears her poppy with pride
Image Crown copyright

The company bHMS LANCASTER have taken time out of their busy patrols in the Caribbean to remember the brave men
and women who have given their lives, or been injured, inthe line of iltyo u s ands of mi |l es fr om
company mustered on the flight decldgraid their respect by creating a bright red poppy, bowing their heads in silence.
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The German auction house Hermann Historica, frequently sends the department
a copy of it’s auction lists, splendidly illustrated and although massively
expensive, often interesting reading. Lots of Nazi stuff, from attics and, huh,
‘private museums’, but now and again some naval itemsappear.

In November, the auctioneers will be selling two Russian carronades, 12pdrs,
dated 1835 and described as ‘captured by the British near Hango in 1855,
There’s a photo of them, and they look as perfect as they could be, though a bit
‘embellished’ perhaps. I won’t be bidding for them, no room on the front lawn
for one thing, and me finding the asking price of 55,000 €uros would upset the
other member of this marriage!

The web site 1s....

B (U A P
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take a look. ..

Some Articles found in “Mariner’s Mirror”,

The August 2013 issue of the journal of the Society for Nautical Research, Vol
99:3, contains more than one interesting naval item. One which appealed to me
was a lengthy note by the Tsraeli scholar Joseph Eliav on the subject of the guns
and Corsia recoil mountings carried board ‘early modern’,( Renaissance-that’s
a much better term!) galleys in the Mediterranean. It’s a twelve page ( 262-274)
piece on the design of what compared to the gun mounting procedures of the
galleon and later sailing warships, remains unique. A heavy gun of 50pds or
more, centrally mounted in the bows, and which when fired, recoiled backwards
along a pair of 14 metre long rails to the buffer-protected mainmast. Eliav
writes in a scientific manner and format, but also provides a very significant
appraisal of the effects of a relatively small warship having such a substantial
naval artillery feature, you might even call it overwhelming, in the forward part
of the vessel. He even gives a short ‘Health & Safety’ comment!

This is an interesting article for the galley wargamer, and the author reminds us
of the fact that Ottoman and Christian designs of the “Spirone’, the long beak
differed significantly, and this clearly has a ‘game’ knock-on. The Turks
favoured an up-turned beak, the Venetians, particularly, horizontal or slightly
downturned. As the heavy centre-line gun was usually fired at close range,
before boarding, the gun had to be pointed below the horizontal to gain
maxinmum effect ( and avoid an overshot!). As the upturned Turkish ‘Spirone’
got in the way, it frequently meant a missed single chance closing shot, and this
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was recorded at Lepanto. In fact, Eliav tells us that Don John of Austria gave
orders for the ‘Spironi’ of all the Christian galleys to be sawn off before the
battle to avoid any possibility of this happening. An interesting article this, and
one worth reading,

The second article is of significant value to the Napoleonic table-top Admiral.
It’s entitled “The Application and Scheme of Paintworks in British Men-of-War
in the Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries’ and is found between
pages 287-301. Written by Peter Goodwin, who will be well known to many
NWS members as the former curator of HMS Victory, very readable and well
worth reading. Tt distances reality from the myths of painting ships at that time,
and gives a decent account of Nelson’s attempts to formalise the schemes of his
fleet’s vessels. The author, who speaks with authority, confirms that the present
colour scheme of the Victory is more likely to be that of French Man-of-War
than a British one!

He provides the detailed list of colour schemes written out by Colonel Fawkes
at the Battle of the Nile, when of all the Royal Navy warships present only
HMS’s Minotaur and Zealous were painted other than ‘yellow’, both were red
with black or yellow ornamentation. By the close of the wars, the white chequer
had prevailed, becanse of the habit of painting ships laid up, white overall to
protect them. A superb short article.

Finally, pages 312-321 include an article on the development of Japanese Naval
Air Power in the Great War period. The piece focusses on HIMJS Wakamiya,
and gives a very useful account of the campaign against Tsingtao in 1914. The
Japanese achieved a number of *firsts” in the field. Though not primarily a note
on “carriers at war’, this provides some marvellous background to the concept
of frequent and cordial British-Japanese naval co-operation in the early decades
of the twentieth century, before American suspicion of both island races
became paranoia, and ended a long relationship.

Rob Morgan.

This article was seen originally by David Manley.

http://www.bridgwatermercury.co.uk/news/bridgwater_news/10782740.WW!II_boat_being_restored_in_Bridgwater/
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